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CASE STUDY OF DESIRES FOR COUNTERMEASURES AGAINST
DISASTERS THROUGH PERCEPTION OF DISASTROUS DANGER
IN VARIOUS RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

Itsuki Nakabayashi *

Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 11, 1980, pp. 19—37

It is the purpose of this case study to clarify the residents’ desires for countermeasures against
disasters which are recognized through the perception of disastrous danger in their daily living
environment. With this as a view, the assessmenst survey of dangerous environments, in contrast to
the amenity of the daily living environment, was held in various residential districts.

The results of this study are as follows. '

(1) The danger of disasters is usually perceived more strongly than the degreeo f satisfaction with
the various amenities. Particularly the danger of fires is strongly perceived.

(2) The strong perception of danger from disasters increases the desire for private countermeasures,
but the enforcement of the countermeasures is related to the sum of each household’s income.

(3) The wooden single houses, which are usually rather small, are desired though the danger of fires
is strongly perceived and the safety of a ferroconcrete multi-storied apartment house against fires and
earthquakes is strongly perceived. This means that the perception of danger which is not perceived from
experience is decreased by this desire which is enforced in daily life.

* Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University





