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The building line system which was legislated in the 1919 Urban Building Law (Shigaichi-
Kenchikubutsu H5), had been said to contain provisions that followed the example of the Prussian
law (commonly called as “StraBen=und Baufluchtlinien Gesetz”, but formally “Gesetz, betreffend
die Anlegung und Verinderung von Strafen und Plitzen in Stidten und lindlichen Ortschaften
Vom, 2, Juli 1875). We can confirm this some how by comparative study of corresponding
provisions of laws, but on the other hand we should also recognize the difference between the
provisions of the two laws; for example, the lack of provisions for compulsory purchase and
compensation of land between building lines in the Japanese law. We supposed that this difference
was caused by how the Prussian law had been introduced and how the system had been understood
by the Japanese town planners, architects and administrators,

We intended to study when and how the persons concerne introduced the Prussian law or
other country’s law concerning the building line system to Japan and how they understood the
functions of the system, by examining the materials of their translation or introduction of foreign
town planning and building laws and the provisions related to the functions of the system in local
ordinances and drafts of law preceding the 1919 law.

Important findings and conclusions of this paper are as follows;

(1) We believe that the first lecture concerning the building line system was given by a
Prussian police captain in Feb, 1886, only 11 years after the legislation of the Prussian law
and 33 years before the legislation of the Japanese law,

(2) Full translation of the Prussian 1875 law was done and published by the Ministry of
Home Affairs in 1888, and we find that the translation was very exact, so we supposed that he
who translated the law had some knowledge of the functions of the building line system.

(3) But the translated text had been of no use to advance the knowledge of Japanese
planners and architects about the Prussian law and the system, The translation of this law which
appeared for the “second” time and became widely known in 1924 in “Toshikoron” (the journal
sponsored by the town planning department of the Ministry of Home Affairs), which was a
retranslation from a English edition,

(4) The related provisions to the building line system in local ordinances and drafts of
law preceding the 1919 law had been that of concerning partial functions of the system, such as
prohibiting the protrusion of buildings to street and controlling the building heights by width
between building lines,

(5) Japanese planners, especially architect planners, could not fully understand the funda-
mental functions of the Prussian building line system that was to designate building lines in not
yet urbanized areas and create enough streets in advance of urbanization to be realized,



