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IMPROVEMENT OF RESIDENTIAL ENVIRONMENT AND
THE RESIDENTS

A Sociological Analysis of Urban Development

Susumu Kurasawa*, Masahisa Sonobe*
Yoshikazu Hiraoka**, Toshiko Bunya**
*Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
**Graduate School of Sociology, Tokyo Metropolitan University

Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 16, 1982, pp. 33—61.

In an urbanizing society, the main focus of city planning has been on how to provide
adequate urban infra-structures such as broad streets on large-scale collective housing. In an
urbanized society, however, how to improve the quality of life and local amenities comes to the fore
and aquires a great importance. Above all, how to improve the residential environment is of primary
importance to city planning.

Utilizing the findings of our field research conducted at two developing and renewing areas in
the suburbs of Tokyo, this article attempts to clarify how the residents evaluate urban development
policies. For this end, we deal with; to what extent they complain against governmental measures for
improving their areas and how they think of the prospect conditions of their own lives.

Our conclusion is that, how to restore the lives of people affected by the policy has a strategic

significance in developing and renewing an urban area.
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