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STUDY ON INNER-AREA OF TOKYO METROPOLIS

Part'l. Socio-Economic and Living Conditions of High-Densely and
Complicatedly Land-Used Area around the Inner-Core of Tokyo

Itsuki NAKABAYASHI

Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan Univ.
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No19, 1983, pp.113—132

This is a collection of data about socio-economic and living conditions of inner-area of Tokyo met-
ropolis and some related comments.

After a period of high economic growth, urban economics decline, so-called inner-city problems,
was discussed in industrial cities and industrial areas of metropolis, especially in Europe and North
America. In Japan, since the “Oil-Shock” in 1974, there have been some discussions on inner-city prob-
lems, but there were no conclusion, whether inner-city problems have ocecuerd in Japan or not.

In this paper, 32 kinds of data concerning inner-city problems in the 23 wards of Tokyo were
selected and collected. As a result of the analysis of that data, it appears that areas where inner-city
problems occured are not of the inner-core of Tokyo —— Chiyoda and Minato. wards ——, but the areas
of high-density and complicated land-use areas around the inner-core —— Arakawa, Sumida and Taitoh
wards. The common characteristics of these areas are the decrease of population both during the day
and night, an increase in ratio of 65-year-old persons and older, a decrease in employees in manufactur-
ing industries and some retail trades, a decrease in growth ratio of the annual amount of selling and
trading of industrial goods, a high density of population and buildings, a high ratio of small dwellings
under the minimum standard and small lots under 50 m? and a high ratio of lower-income-households.

These poblematic areas are the traditional inner-area mixed with dwellings, small factories and shops.





