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A STATISTICAL ANALYSIS ON THE PEDESTRIAN AND
BICYCLE ACCIDENTS OF AGED PEOPLE

Masahiko Katakura™

% Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No. 39, 1990, pp.39—50

Based on data from the 1987 Ministry of Transport Busincss Vehicle Accident Report, the statistics for pedestrian
and bicycle accidents of aged people were analyzed. The results show that a high percentage of accidents involving
older people are fatal or lead to serious injury. More of the accidents occur during morning rush hours than in the
evening. Quite a few people in their seventies are involved in bicycle accidents, which shows that bicycles are widely
used by the aged. However, notably fewer people over eighty are involved in bicycle accidents. This fact and other
accident characteristics suggest that people change their traffic behavior once they pass the age of eighty.

Many elderly pedestrians and bicycle riders have accidents when crossing the street. Statistics clearly indicate
that many elderly people, especially those on bicycles, encounter accidents when suddenly coming out onto the street
from sidewalks or small alleys. For further development and implementation of traffic safety measures for the aged,

more research on their traffic behavior, safety awareness, and on safety education is needed.





