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Since the late 1980’s, concentration of service and business functions in Tokyo and the subsequent rise of land

prices, have brought serious problems upon the local society of the inner city wards. Given these drastic changes in

the city structure, what solutions should be suggested to the residential classes most seriously affected? We have

carried out a survey on residents’ attitudes in Sumida Ward and have the following findings to report:

1.

In the social structure, there is co-existence of one occupational life cycle that allows for people in sales and
service jJobs and blue collar workers to become independent commerce and industry managers and another one
where office workers ascend to management positions in enterprises. So far, it has been the first group that
has formed and maintained the mixed residential-industrial community, but following the influx of new classes
in recent years, either through generational changes or apartment residents, the second group has come to the
forefront. At the same time, stagnation and advancement in age can be observed among the sales and service
employees and blue collar workers which were blocked on their way to independence.

Social classes differ in their concerns regarging living and in their perception and evaluation of community
problems. Our data show that all social classes share a concern for rising land prices, but with regard to les-
ser problems, they can largely be divided into two groups: one that stresses the depression in small businesses
and another that is mainly concerned with deterioration of residences.

The sta£e of consciousness of Sumida Ward residents reflects and even anticipates the changes in social struc-
ture. While there is one class that adheres to traditional city building, promoting commerce and industry to
maintain the old “shitamachi” feeling, the majority of residents stresses planning in terms of residential area
only, and there is already one class that expects the city to be built around respect for the individual and
privacy without interference from neighbors.

Even if the neighborhood associations of the class of independent businesses manage to keep the social struc-
ture united, there are the above mentioned value conflicts stemming from the makeup of the community, and the

elements leading toward a reorganization of the social structure can no longer be disregarded.





