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This paper is concerned with a preference analysis of eight city parks with waterside landscape in
and around Tokyo City (Fig. 2). Eight sets of photographs, each of which consists of four landscape
scenes for one park (see Appendix 2), were presented to 175 undergraduate and graduate students as
the sample. Then they were asked to see the photographs to rank the parks in term of their preference.
A preference ranking data-matrix thus obtained serves as the input for MDPREF (Chang and Carroll,
1968), a non-metric MDS algorithm applied to preference data, to represent the preference structure in
a two-dimensional joint space.

Interpreting the recovered joint space (Fig. 3), based on external information or individual
respondents’ reasons for their evaluations, leads to a conclusion that the two dimensions of “harmonious
natural environment” and “openness” underlie the respondents’ preference judgements of city parks:
for the former dimension, Arisugawanomiya Memorial Park and Wadabori Park are highly evaluated and
Kasai Seaside Park and Ueno Park low evaluated; for the latter dimension, Mizumoto Park is highly
evaluated and Hibiya Park and Ueno Park low evaluated. Inokashira Park and Ukima Park, in a sense,
appear to lack distinguishing features since they are ambiguously evaluated for the both dimensions.

These results suggest that the parks covered with green andor those full of an open atmosphere

are preferred while the parks impressing respondents artificially are less preferred.





