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This paper is an introductive chapter for following seven papers, the research reports on the water
environment in Tama district. Tama district is located at the western part of 23 wards of Tokyo. It is also
a part of Metropolis Tokyo and has been the region of rich spring water. Citizens of Tama district have
enjoyed it long time as drinking water, as water for every day lives. It has been the place for relaxation for
the public, too. However, recently, these spring water have been decreased in the amount because of the
population explosion and of the various kinds of exploitation at the area of headwaters. They have also
suffered severe pollution with the toxic materials from factories and garbage disposing sites etc.

I and other six members have done the sociological researches of the water environment of this district,
these two years.

We did mail survey addressed to 3200 residents of Tama district asking their consciousness and
behavior for water environment and their attitude for global environment. We also have interviewed staff
members of local governments, water environmentalists among citizens, women activists for preserving
better water environment. As the detailed reports for the results of the mail survey are done by other
members in the following seven chapters, I myself examine here for the water environment more theoreti-
cally based on the information got through our interviews and mail survey.

The main points I analysed in this paper are those role of local governments for the environmental
problems and the social and environmental significance of ground water which has been loved by citizens.
I also discussed how to think about the strong tendency of Japanese in pursuing tasty water and on the
fateful relation between big cities and rural area over environmental problems in the latter caused by the

former.





