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" Focusing on the change of marital relation with the transition of life stage,
this paper is intended to explain married women’s wife-identity. To prove the
definded factors of wife-identity, it is compared with those of mother-identity
and housewife-identity .

The married women’s mother-identity and housewife-identity are affected
directly by life stage. Where children are babies or infants, the married women
attach importance to mother-identity. The older children grow, the less impor-
tant mother-identity is considered to be by married women. Moreover the birth
of babies make couples feel group-minded. So that, married, become to women
attach importance to housewife-identity. But the life stage has no direct effect
on wife-identity. The higher the level of companionship and their emotional/
evaluative supports are, the more important wife-identity is considered to be by
wives and husbands. The levels of companionship and their emotional/
evaluative supports are affected by the transition of life stage. In short, if
marital relation changes worth with the transition of life stage, especially from
no child to having a baby, the level of importance of wife-identity becomes
lower.





