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Characteristics and Damage Investigation of the 1995
Great Hanshin- Awaji Earthquake

Takahiro Iwatate*

*Faculty of Engineering, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.57, 1995, pp.19-53

The Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake (M=7.2) occured at 5:46, 17th January 1995, caused
unprecedented damages around Kobe City and Awaji Island, for example, more than 5500
human damages and a hundred thousand housing damages. Although the magnitude of this
earthquake is similar to that of the Fukui Earthquake (M=7.1), the urban function will be injured
for long term due to severe damages of urban infrastructures (high way, rail road and life lines).

Damage investigation were carried out immediately after the earthquake and the
characteristics of disaster of civil engineering structures, especially underground structures has
been clarified.





