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On the Building Damages and Human Casualties in Toyonaka City
due to the 1995 Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake

Kunihiro Amakuni*, Lu Henj Jian* and Toshio Mochizuki**

*Pacific Consultants Co., LTD
**Center for Urban Studies, Tokyo Metropolitan University
Comprehensive Urban Studies, No.57, 1995, pp. 87-103

An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.2 which occurred right under the densely populated area in the
southern part of Hyogo Prefecture in 1995(at 5:46 a.m. on January 17) caused extremely heavy human
damage and material damage to the Hanshin-Awaji area including the City of Kobe in its center. Many
researchers have made investigations and studies on the damage caused by this earthquake and on the
measurers against earthquake diasters from various points of view, for the purpose of preparing for
disasters and preventing such damage from being caused again, and a lot of information about this
earthquake disaster have been reported.

However, the contents of almost of the reports of the investigations presented so far only relate to the
areas which suffered heavy damage, and the reports on the areas which suffered less damage are
comparatively rare. For example, as to the damage of such areas as Osaka Metropolitan Prefecture, etc.,
which are located around the stricken district, only the categorized totals of human damage and material
damage were reported, and it seemed that comparatively detailed reports on the itemized data of the
damage were few.

This seems to indicate that the investigations and the reports are biased only because the damage in
such areas as Osaka Metropolitan Prefecture, etc., which are located around the stricken district, was not
so serious compared to the heavy damage in such cities as Kobe, Nishinomiya and Ashiya.

However, to grasp the whole picture of the disaster, the investigation of the range of the damage will
be important and the survey of the actual condition of the disaster in the areas around the stricken district
will be indispensable. Furthermore, the investigation and the analysis of the areas which suffered less
damage will also be helpful in grasping relative or secondary phenomena in the area which suffered
heavy damage, other phenomena liable to be overlooked, and the actual status of victims and evacuees.

In this report, the damage to the houses, life lines, roads, and human damage which were caused
within the City of Toyonaka, a main stricken city in Osaka Metropolitan Prefecture, and the actual status
of the evacuees are summarized.





